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iDAI.thesauri iDAI.gazetteer iDAI.chronontology 
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The	first	domicile	of	the	„Ins3tuto	di	Corrispondenza	
Archeologica“	on	the	Capitoline	Hill	in	Rome,	1829	
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Departments,	Commissions	and	Branches	at	the	DAI: 
•  Rome	Department:	Italy	with	neighbouring	areas	in	North	Africa	(Tunisia,	Libya,	Algeria)	
• 	Athens	Department:	Greece	with	neighbouring	areas	
• 	Istanbul	Department:	Anatolia	
• 	Madrid	Department	with	a	research	facility	in	Lisbon:	Iberian	Peninsula,	North	Africa	
• 	Cairo	Department:	Nile	valley	and	the	adjoining	desert	areas	in	Egypt,	the	Libyan	desert,	Nubia	
• 	Orient	Department:	Arabian	Peninsula,	Syria,	Jordan,	Lebanon,	Iraq,	Ethiopia	
• 	Romano-Germanic	commission,	Frankfurt:	Europe,	with	a	current	core	area	in	East	and	Central	Europe	
• 	Commission	Munich:	La3n	and	Greek	epigraphy,	numisma3cs	of	the	Mediterranean	region	
• 	Eurasia	Department:	countries	of	the	former	Soviet	Union,	from	Moldova	in	the	west	to	Siberia	in		

the	east	including	the	Southern	Caucasus	(Georgia,	Armenia,	Azerbaijan)	and	Central	Asian	countries	
(Kazakhstan,	Uzbekistan,	Tajikistan,	Turkmenistan,	Kyrgyzstan);	China	

• 	KAAK,	Bonn:	non-European	archaeology	with	a	main	focus	on	South	America,	Africa,	Oceania,		
South	and	East	Asia	

	
Cross-departmental	working	groups	at	the	Head	Office:	
• 	Division	of	Building	Archaeology	(building	documenta3on,	reconstruc3ons,	construc3on	history)	
• 	Natural	Sciences	Unit	(anthropology,	archaeobotany,	archaeozoology,	dendrochronology)	
• 	IT	Unit	(scien3fic	IT,	development	of	digital	research	environments)	
• 	Cultural	Resources	Protec3on	and	Site	Management	
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Realkatalog	by	Emil	Braun,	1836,	p.	1.		
Subject	indexing	for	the	library	of	the	Rome	
department.		
	
I.	Archeologia	
A.	Archeologia	in	generale.	Storia	dell'arte	
B.	Museografia.	Opere	generali	

a.  Descrizioni	
b.  Pubblicazioni,	Monumen3	greci	e	romani	
c.  Pubblicazioni,	Monumen3		etruschi	

C.	Opere	speciali	
a.  Monumen3	inedi3	d'ogni	genere	
b.  Architecura	
c.  Marmi		
d.  Gemme	
e.  Terrecoce	
f.  Vasi	fieli,	in	genere	
g.  Vetri	
h.  Mosaici	e	picura	
i.  Oggee	di	metallo	
j.  Numisma3ca	
k.  Epigrafia	
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Today’s	Thesauri	on	the	web-portal	of	iDAI.bibliography,	
the	shared	catalogue	of	the	DAI-libraries	
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Thesaurus	of	the	Rome	Department	(classical	archaeology)	
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Thesaurus	of	the	Romano-Germanic	commission	(European	Archaeology	and	Prehistory)	
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Topography	in	different	thesauri	
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Thesaurus	of	the	Madrid	Department	(archaeology	of	the	Iberian	Peninsula)	
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Thesaurus	of	the	Eurasia	Department	(archaeology	Eastern	Europe	and	Asia)	
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What	about	the	«Marginal	cultures»	??	
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iDAI.welt	Thesaurus	
Groups	and	collec3vi3es	/	Roles	
Ac3vi3es	
Types	of	epochs	/	Chronology	
Conceptual	objects	
Creatures	/	Animate	beings	
Materials	
Material	things	
Processes	
Space-related		en33es	
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iDAI.welt	Thesaurus	
Groups	and	collec3vi3es	/	Roles	
Ac3vi3es	
Types	of	epochs	/	Chronology	
Conceptual	objects	
Creatures	/	Animate	beings	
Materials	
Material	things	
Processes	
Space-related		en33es	
	

iDAI.welt	Thesaurus	
Nine	Facets	
Five	hierarchical	steps	
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1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

iDAI.welt	Thesaurus	
Nine	Facets	
Five	hierarchical	steps	
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«Fayence»		:	from	three	concepts	to	one	
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«Fayence»		:	from	three	concepts	to	one	
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«Weapons»		:	from	21	concepts	to	one	
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Part II - Two use cases 
„Mobile Objects“ and „Conceptual 
Objects“ 
Lena Vitt 

iDAI.thesauri iDAI.gazetteer iDAI.chronontology 
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	Conceptual	Objects	

 Mobile	Objects	

Material	Things	
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„Mobile	Objects“	hierarchy 
 
ca.	650	terms	 
25	narrower	terms	

Material	Things	
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„Mobile	Objects“	hierarchy 
 
25	narrower	terms	
!3	narrower	terms	with	„guide	terms“ 

Material	Things	

vessels	

fibulae	/	pins	

sculptures	
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<by	type	of	ware>	

<by	form>	

<by	technique>	

<by	type>	
<by	type	of	use>	

<by	decoraVon>	

vessels	

Example	-	„vessels“		
 
5	„guide	terms“	
5	layers	
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	Conceptual	Objects	

 concepts	

	methods	

verbal	and	visual	communicaVon	

„Conceptual	Objects“	facet 
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	Conceptual	Objects	
	concepts	

	methods	

verbal	and	visual	communicaVon	
 moVfs	

 languages	
 scripts	

 wriVngs	

	symbols	/	signs	

concepts	in	the	economics	

concepts	of	human	interacVon	

concepts	in	cult	and	religion	

concepts	in	arts	and	literature	

theoreVcal	concepts	
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Specific questions: 
 
•  Do the narrower terms in “concepts” seem logic to you? 
 
•  Does the hierarchy “Visual and Verbal Communication” fit in for the 

overall structure of the BBT? 
 
•  How to deal with languages? (cf. BBTalk) 

 


